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PRINCIPALõS  

    MESSAGE 
As the year is quickly 

progressing , I am pleased to report on some of 

the great ongoing work occurring at the Ranch! 

Our data on student academic outcomes is 

showing steady growth in both reading and 

math.   As I visit  each classroom, I am seeing 

our students become even more proficient 

writers in both non -fiction and fiction genres.  

I visited a first grade classroom where the 

students were happy to show me their amazing 

multiplication skills!  I also visited a fifth g rade 

classroom and watched the teacher and 

students roll out òorder of operations.ó  It 

reminded me of how much our teachers are a 

team in helping build skills upon skills. Our 

teachers continue to keep abreast of best 

teaching practices by looking at curr ent 

student data and the programs other schools 

offer.  Based upon their findings, they are 

planning their daily lessons and adjusting long 

term plans.  

        Thanks to our wonderfully supportive PTA, 

our students had the opportunity to experience 

a trem endous music program for the first time 

at our school called , Bach to Beetles, in which 

music of different eras was introduced.  Be 

sure to ask your child about it! Also, I want to 

thank all of you for supporting our annual  

Holiday Shop and Book Fair this  year.  Both 

were great successes!  

 

  

       On the school management end, our school 

safety plan has been updated and approved. 

This year we have had no reports of crime on 

our campus.  Our budget continues to be very 

tight and I appreciate all the suppor t you offer 

our school via your support to our PTA and the 

fund raising events.  Another very important 

way you can support our school is by being sure 

to participate in the upcoming 2010 Census.   

More than ever we need your participation in 

order to insu re our schools receive the most 

money possible.  

       Again, I count each day as a privilege to be 

here as the principal. Little did I know that 

tucked away on a hill in Whittier there was a 

mighty school filled with fabulous students and 

parents!                      ĖRegards, 

                                   Wendy Davio 

 

 

  PRESIDENTõS  

   MESSAGE 
 Hello Murphy Ranch Families:                                               

I canõt believe Spring Break is 

almost here!   The year is moving so quickly.   

       Our Murphy Ranch Talent Show was 

FABULOUS as we had over 33 acts and 77 

student participants.   Who knew we had so 

much talent between our students and 

staff?    Once again, we would like to give a big 

THANK you to Mary Young, her committee of 

Rachel Jab in and Mrs. Neeley, and all of  those 

of you who volunteered.    Your hard work and  
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effort made the event a great success.                

Our next fund raising event will be Seeõs Candy 

sales.  Beginning March 1- 19th,  we will be selling 

Seeõs Candy for the Easter Holiday.     Flyers 

have been sent home.  All funds raised from 

this event will go directly toward our students 

in the form of field trips, busses, assemblies 

and other items needed for our teachers and 

students.  

       Thank you to those families who showed-up 

to support our school for Red Robin night.   Our 

next family night will be in the form of òMovie 

Nightó at the Uptown Whittier Village Cinema.   

This will take place on Friday, March 26 th .  

More information will follow.   

       There has been a change of date for our 

annual Jog-a-Thon.  The event will now be held 

on April 20, 2010. This year we will be offering 

lunch at the school - so you will not have to 

leave t o pick-up lunch.  More information will 

follow in the next month.    Our Jog-a-th on will 

be our last  fundraising event for the year.  We 

are hoping to raise $15,000 from pledges and 

donations for next yearõs budget.      

         Our  first evening PTA meeting will be 

held on Tuesday March 9 th .  We will ha ve a 

brief presentation by Miss  Haney (4 th  grade 

teacher) on the topic of usi ng Netbooks in the 

classroom.  The PTA is trying to provide each 

of our classrooms with Netbooks for all of our 

students.   We have purchased thirty (30) units 

so far and hope that our fundraising this year 

will  enable us to purchase more.   We believe 

that this use of technology will help our 

students move forward in their education.    

        As always, our goals can never be achieved 

without the support of our parents.    I believe 

that we have the best parents in the district, 

and that we can achieve all of our goals with 

your continued commitment and support.   

      Best wishes for a safe and wonderful 

Spring Break.         

                   Cyndi Bellavary     

         PTA President   

 

    Whatõs new in  

1st  Grade ? 

    Wow!  Can you believe it is 

March  already! Our first graders are reading, 

reading, reading. Parent support at home has 

been key in helping our students succeed this 

year. We are now progressing toward reading 

fluently and independently.  

 First G raders have also enjoyed being 

artists like Degas, Chagall, and Klee who were 

introduced through our PTA sponsored òMeet 

the Mastersó program. We have learned about 

color, lines and patterns, abstract art, and 

surrealism.  In addition, during our monthly 

P.E./Art lessons , we have the advantage of 

working with experts in those fields and adding 

to our skills and knowledge.  We have some 

budding artists at the Ranch.  

 We are looking forward to becoming 

awesome readers, expressive writers, and 

creative artists . 

 

  Whatõs new in   

  3rd  GRADE ? 
  We canõt believe that itõs 

almost the end of Trimester Two.  

Third graders are learning so much this year!  

Some of the highlights in class have been 

students earning their Multiplication Licenses, 

learning about the so lar system and writing 

planet reports, writing friendly letters, 

learning about the Tongva Indians, and studying 

Ecosystems. 
          We had a wonderful time on our field 

trip in January to the Aquarium of the Pacific 

in Long Beach.  This was the culminat ion 

activity for our Ecosystems unit.  The students 

had a fantastic time seeing some of the animals 

and habitats that we studied in class.  

       During Trimester 3, we will be learning 

about Energy in Science, Government and 

Whittierõs history in Social Studies, and  




